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American poultry industry's development in animal welfare and the attitudes towards the Egg Bill 

Masahiro Takeuchi 

Representative Director 

Ishii Co. Ltd. 

Compared with Japan, poultry industry in the United States is far more advanced in every aspect. 

Animal welfare is a hot topic in the US. The Egg Bill, a federal bill to ban conventional battery cages, 

has been revoked due to lobbying by the industries, which feared that the Bill will have a spillover 

effect to the cattle and pig industries. In the broiler industry, the National Chicken Council (NCC), 

which 90% of the firms in the industry joins, has already designated an animal welfare standard, 

which the producers participate voluntary. The NCC is also organizing Congress members and 

engaging in intensive lobbying to pursue policies to benefit producers. 

 

In Japan, on the other hand, it is important for the egg production industry to follow “Guideline on the 

care and handling of laying hens to improve their health and welfare (Provisional translation)” by 

Japan Livestock Technology Association (JLTA), since the OIE code, which may serve as an 

international standard, has not been adopted yet. Regarding the Japanese broiler industry, fees for 

poultry meat inspection is imposing a heavy burden for the industry. In the US, such fees are covered 

by the Federal government to exclude industry bias. By the organizing a parliamentary group in April, 

2013, change in poultry inspection and enhancement of animal welfare is anticipated; which both are 

likely to work for strengthening economic merit and prevention of HPAI. 
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